4               EDUCATION   AND   SOCIAL   CHANGE
and the supremely difficult effort has to tornado of
restoring the life of their peoples to the m^'juT Currents
of Western liberal tradition In such an undertaking
we could not, if we would, repudiate our share of respon-
sibility, little as we might feel disposed to puisne it m
any pedagoguish spirit But we should need to have
clear consciences about the state of our own educational
pastures, and from this point of view the two sides of tin-
demand appear as one
The estimate we have now to attempt appears lo fall
into three divisions: historical determinants, the piescnt
situation, and possibilities of adaptation Or, more fully
stated, the book is governed by three main objectives:- -
(1)  To provide some insight into the naliuc of the
social influences by which the forms of English educa-
tional institutions have been determined and their
practical objectives defined.
(2)  To formulate some analysis of the present situa-
tion in England, including:   the different types  of
institution, the social forces they express and the kind
of social aim they are designed to serve, their relation-
ship both to one another and to " non-school " foims
of educating institutions, and generally the extent to
which they may be regarded at the moment as express-
ing certain common characteristics of the English mind
now face to face with the demand for change.
(3)  To estimate the degree to which the existing
order is capable of adaptation to the demands that
have to be faced, the demands of a regime consciously
planned and directed towards the guaranteeing of
freedom for diversity of personality in a social order
much more thoroughly collectivist in its working than
any of which we have yet had experience.